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y JOSEPH PHIPPS. 


There em_— er Abuſe in the World, than that of Select: Vet. 
tries; it i flagrant of Tyrannies ; for while the King 
gives us the 1 7075 E 77. 7. our Liberties, theſe eee 

moſs us the greateft Slaves imaginable. Nor is there any Re- 
empin unl 5 the he Legiſlature 7 take us 9 the 4 tb, 
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s Variety Cenſures are generally 
Paid upon Writings of a publick Na- 
ture, the Pamphlet entitled Britiſh Li- 
berty, &c. has bad its Share, conſidering 
the ſmall Space of Time it bas been pub- 
lib d. Doubtleſs it might le a Vexation to ſonte'; 
fer to attack the Knavery ts to aſſault the Life af 
Perſons in unjuſt and illegal Practices. *Tis much 
pleaſanter to theni, tu ſer.the People's Purſes than their 
Eyes open d : And therefore ſuch as endeavour to in- 
form, diſabuſe, or defend the Rights of the People; 
muſt expet# to be repreſented; by their. Oppreſſors, 
85 peſtilent. Fellows, and Movers of Seditian: , 
If any Pariſb-Pillagers ſhould be offeaded with th 
following Diſcourſe, ts perbups they may, I ſhall paſs 
them by too; in Confideration the Swarthineſs of their 
internal Gomplexions may give em aii. Antipathy to 
| the Sight of their own Pictures. But ibere are 
another Kind of Perſons, that pretend to fit in Fudg- 
ment upon Authors; without either Provocationz er 
proper Qualifications; whom I don't think fit ta let ſlip 
without ſome Notice: I mean the Cameleons, tubo 
only judge with the Mode, according to the ry 
they keep; and dare not ftir a Step without it, Such 
t | A 2 as 


r er 


Te PREPAC! 


deprecidhe, deſpiſe, or cel an uſeful Peri 1 j 

3 its Author 2 W 2 
2 Education, or thi: Proviles: 

| Ys . or E R. &. * 2 71 

7 ee the Stile poor, becauft the 4 
be rich, and that an Af 
by paſſing thro the Hands of one who is not a Prafii- 
 Hioner of the Law. This judging an Author's Senſe 
by his C 2 ſeems. to mt, to be the vapouriſb 
Conceit of an ignorant Head piece "Tis a 25 In. 


| dication, > what 1 a- tacit Conf; 
| the Perſon 3 whth he — 2 
DE ts the Lala e fe of an Adthar, wis haut 


firſt enquiring his Education, — or Addi 
1 tion. Such will certainly be frequen ——_ deceived in their 
I " Futgment, to their Scandal 27 | 
enc d Men, and ſometimes, perhaps for | | 
lob. r 
1 am not ſo vain @s to pretend 10 l Pefibilittes 
that is, to pleaſe every one. Nor do I pr 
Duden anding, but Information to the 
to. diſpenſe Courage to the Fearful and 
ercite the Sabſtantial, the Senfible, and the 1 
_ to exert themſehves in the Defence 7 _ faſt 
ghts and Previleges. Nor have 1 the pre- 
reeding Lines altogether u ow — I bade 
obſerved it is a een Pally, and therefore, baving this 
Opportunity," I was unwilling to let it paſs without a 
Remark. What I am more partitularly conrerned in 
$ is, ſome have accuſed me of Malice. But I'll take the Li- 
1 * berty to aſſure them, there ir not the leaſt Tintture of 
| that capital Evil in it: There is not that Perſon allo: 
Malice againſt. Nor have I be leaſt Sha- 
aſon'to ſuch a Motive from any Prym in 
— ce whatever : Neither myſelf, nor any belonging 
? to me, having ever foffered by them any Manner 
Way ; otherwiſe than in my Humanity to abe 
And were it it not for this conſtraining Motivo, I bad 
never el Pen to "__ upen theſe . Occaftoms., N 
taxe 


Thaw 


— 
—_ — 


„ Te AB FACK....... 
take ho Pleaſure in raking in the Dirt . Fr ſuch I 
count Knavery to be. Many are above concerni 


themſelves with the Good of thoſe below em, tho? f 

bs a yreat Age, maineain: Uh =" bud Koide: a 
Rich elle E the "Pinch "of ' theſe Opp 
theſe pe Tyr ts dare et impoſe e 22 


them, as they do the poor, and middi 27 F People 
Many are afraid to meddle, and if er br to 
be enflav'd and aſs-rid thre Ignorance. Some are cor- 


E He „ and . 
44005 N to Me her dont with 7 
5 Cb u \@rder" to ome in for a Share 


Heads 0 
of the Booty, and fatten themſelves at the publick Ex- 
pence. In C rpm of this, and the great — 


ſity there is for Redreſs abaſen, Eve [crabbled 
following Sheets. I have no worſe Pan ban palit 
Utility : I hope I may be pandom d, er vai 
to oblige the Publick in thoſe Caſts ; 3 £ ectally Ance 
Perſons of higher — and more La ve 
emitted to take them into 3 js 
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Nader: Juſtice of bees 1 
Dalton's Juſtice, EW. we 
Cook's Inſtitutes, Vol. 2. 


The Statytes at large. 


Facob's Law Dictionary. . 
Dryden's Juvenal. | 
Moreton s, alias Dan. Defee's Parockial Ty=. 


ranny, &c. 

Sadler's Exactions and Impoſitions of Pariſti 
Fees, &c, 

Burſot's Poor, Honeſty s Eight, with two 


Pariſhes. 
for Chimch-wartiens: Fc. 


Hiſtorical Account of the Conſtitution of the 


Veſtry of the Pariſh of St. Dunſlan t in * 
Weſt. 


THE 


CHAP. 1 


ff the Original of Pariſh Oger, 4 
Relation to their ' preſent Settlement 


in Veſtries, and the Deſign of their 
1 nflizution. 


4 


Late * Author TY the Publick, 
CREWE he heard a Lawyer ſay, There is no 
8 20:7 Act of Parliament which directs a 
Fe Ses of Veſtry-Men, or particu; 

-\ * Veſtry-Juſtices : It (i. e. a Pa- 


riſh- Office) was thbught, 
„ebe an Office of Expence and Trouble, and 
ſuch as every (helpful) Paribimer ht to bear i in 
* his Turn, Re the public Serie? IF ic was th 


original] N» 
— dated April 22, 1731. 


5 the reſt, for their own particular ret. ho the 


ſame Author ob Men officiouſly 
« ſeek it, ofa a5 2h an 
< ſuſpe&t the don't undertake it for the Sake 

© Frouble," e Sake, 


wikuld wavs. R at 
ſhew what Far Birth to t 


Twi Me — v 


yen this, Nelſon tells us, ( —— p. 475.) 
The Statute of the 43 Eliz. cap. 2. © was the firſt 
© Statute Law. made for the Keller of the Poor; 
fon before the Reformation there was no Oceaſton 
for any ſuch Law, becauſe ſuch was the Devotion 
of our 1 that there ſeemed to be a 
© Contention amongſt them; who. ſhould fir | 
© ther Offering to the Church. The Bihop, 
* whom the Charge of. Souls was. committed, was 
* (for that Reaſon) thought the he fitteſt Perſon to be 
< intraſted with. thoſe Oblations, which were uſed 
© to be divided into four Parts, and thus diſtributed, 

© viz, To the Prieſts, to the Poor, towards the Fa- 

brick of the Church, and to himſelf, Hoſpitalizatls 
© exercende cauſa. By theſe and other ſ 
Offerings at Altars, Sepulchres, and Shrines af 
* Martyrs, the Church became fo rich, thatſeveral = 
© Monaſteries, Priories, Houſes and. Hef 

© pitals, were by this Means founded and plentifully 
© endowed, where the Poor were ſufficiently reheved 
© till thoſe Houſes were diffolved ; and it was above 
* fifty Years after the Dil — that this Statute 
© Was my & I 


n 4 . 1 er 
Her we may obſcrve,. the Diſfeilutiom df Mona- 


firies, Priorzes, &c. and the great. Decay of Publick 
Charity in fifty Years after, introdue d the Neceſlity. 


of raifing Taxes upon the: able Inhabitants of Pariſhes. 
for. the Uſes above-mentioned ; for the levying, col- 
leing, and diſtributing af which, it became;ngcefla- 
ry ppoint ſome ns in eve ih, and the 
beſt and moſt ſubſtantial. of the Pariſhioners were 
judg'd the moſt propet for. this Service: I take the 
Word bet principally to. refer th their Morals: and 
tis reaſonable they ſhould be Men of Subſtance ; in 
— Diſhoneſty, Gun thoſe of tow Cie= 
Temptations o 3 low Cu- 
cumſtances, and alſo more able to afford the Tinie 
By the Statute above- mentioned it is enacted; 
That the Church-wardens of euery Pariſh; and 
four, three, or two ſubſtantial Houſcholders there, 
« as ſhall. be thought meet, having Reſpect to the 
Proportion and Greatneſs of the ariſh and 


© led Overſeers of the Poor of 
c Which faid Church-wardens 


Guardians of the F. 


* 


a 

| ) it ſeems the Officers, and fuch of the Fa- 
© riſhioners as wil meet, may make Taxations.” We 
. ſee originally it was the 2 Pariſhioner, 
| ' that-pay'd- A feſſments, to claim a Place im the Ve 
1 1 4 c , try. 
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Relation 10 
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II. 


the Duty and Office 


07 
Officers, with 
eff nents. 
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Ss uggle hard for a neceſſary 
 Subfiſtence, to ſtraiten reduce themſelves to 3 
. of Hardſhip, in order to ſupport the Indi; 
gent; eſpecially = there are ſo many who can 
afford to be ſo luxuriouſly and profuſely extravagatit 
in their unneceſſary Expences . 
| ; © For their Degree of Ability; if one Perſon be 
[| | "worth a Thouſind Pounds clear, and another worth 
5 | 72 more than a Hundred, the Number and Health- 


i fulneſs of their Families near u ary mae 

. | firſt can as well, or better, e 

i than the laſt one. If there be « material Dif 
1 ference in the Number of their Families, as if thę 
lf firſt have fix Children, and the laſt none, or an 
0 N inferior Number ; or if the former, or any of his Fa- 
bi! mily have the Unhappineſs to be afflited with any 
| chargeable Infirmity, tis juſt and legal he ſhould be 
| 


confider'd, and proper Favour lows) him in the Ta- 
Kation. The learned Lawyer Dalton in his Juice, 


| 

| pag. 149. —_— to be'of this Judgment. 
| 

| 


© In theſe Taxations, fays be, there muſt Confi- 
* deration be had, firſt to Equality ay then to 


; « Eſtates. 
| lity, that Men may be 3 rated with 
if 8 « their Neighbours and according to an equal Pro- 
tion. 
Eſtates, that Men be rated a to their 
4 Elie of (Goods kngwn, or — to their 
© known yearly Value of their Lands, Farms, or Oc- 
1 „ and not by Eſtimation, Suppaſition, or Re- 
Alſo heręin the Charge of Family, Retinue, 
* 29 Countenance, i is, in ſome Meaſure, to be fe- 
hy — For if one val d at 500 J. in Goods hath 
himſelf and his Wife, and another — at 
1000 J. hath. Wife and many Children, Fc. the 
© firſt Man, by Reaſon, is to be rated as much ag the 
Ute other; As of Lands.” And in pog. 231. be 


er 
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certajnly very 


| London and Wiliminſter 


[1] 


In theſe and other Rates and Taxations v0 


+ obſerve theſe Rules followin 


« Firſt, The nel reaforadle Rating of Land is by 


« the yearly Value and Quality dem eas 1 not by 


the Quantity, or Content. 
* Secondly, He that occupieth (in * own Hands) 
$ Lands lying in ſeveral Pariſhes ſhall be -charged . 
in every Pariſh proportionably for his Land there. 
_ * Thirdly, The Farmer ſhall be rated for his Lands, 


and not the Leſſor or Landlord. 


* Fourthly, A Man (il. the Landlord) ſhall not. 
f be ated or taxed for his Farm-Rents, in as much 
* xs the Farmer or Occupier is chargeable for the 
* ſame Land. — Farmer is aſſeſſed by 
$ his Goods, +... ow  alſefſed for -my-Rent 


+ of the uns 


Theſe Rules ſeem to be very much miſ-underſtpod 


by ſome of our Pariſh-Aſſeſſors, who have retain'd a 
Practice of rating Rich and Poor according to the 


Renis they pay, without any other Regard; which is 
, and far from the Intention of 
this learned Lawyer. For, ſays be, the Charge of 
Family, and real Worth of tbe Parties are to be con- 
fider'd. And it is high! reaſonable i it nould be ſo: 
For the Houſe or -Owner, in farming out his 
Poſſeſlions, conſiders, not the Ability of the Tenant, 
but the Value of his Houſe or Land, and letts it ac- 
cordingly. If a Tenant be worth only a 100 l. he 
is no more favour'd in his Rent than he that is worth 
a 10007, If it be objected, that Perſons of large 
Abilities may rent larger Houſes, and greater Tracts 
of Land than thoſe of inferior Stocks; I anſwer, 
tis far from being always ſo, eſpecially in, and about 
where ſo many Trade up- 
on Credit, with little, or perhaps nothing, of their 


. own, and yet are oblig'd to pay as much Rent as 


many, and more than ſome, who poſſeſs large 


- Eftates, and conſiderable Stocks both of Goods and 


Money: So that Perſons ought, in theſe Caſes, to - 


100 J. pays 20 l. another 10, mother 3 
of upwards Glen 68 ur den hy. übe Rowdy 


Secondly, Perſons of different Abilities do not pay | 
Rents ionable to the Difference of their Abi- 
lities ; if they did, ſuch as are worth a 1000 l. muſt | 
pay ten Times as much Rent as thoſe that are worth a 
100l. their Families being equal. If thoſe worth 100. 
pay 201. per Ann. ſuch as are worth a 10007, 
pay 400 J. per Ann. thoſe worth 10000 J. 4000 l. per 
Ann, and thoſe worth 100000 l. 40000 I; which is 
monſtrous and impracticable. But as the Caſe now 
ſtands, the inferior or middling Sort pay a much 
greater Share of Rent in Proportion to their Ability, 
ally in trading Places, than thoſe of large For- 
tunes and Poſſeſſions : And therefore, according to 
this Way of Taxing, the Weight of Aſſeſſments 
falls heavieſt upon them who are leaſt able to bear it. 
Thus the Poor may be ſaid to maintain the Needy ; | 
or, at leaſt, to contribute moſt to their Mainte- 
nance : Which is certainly very unequal : For Rea- 
ſon tells us, Such as are able ought to contribute to 
the Neceſſitous, according to their rea. Ability, and 
rr rey 99" A ay World. Thys 
will er appear in the following Quotations. 
Dalton's uſt. pag. 231, 232. Viren a Com- 
* plaint to the Judges of Aſſiae in the County of 
© Lincoln, it was. relolv'd and order'd, That the 
© Lands in the Pariſh, and not the Rent, neither of 
© that Land, nor of other Lands could be Jr 
* Anthony Irbie's Cale. I -- 

' © This 
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11 40, 


Query ; Can't he have an Action of Treſpaſs ? 


= + x £ 

der belt alſo: to their Coin, and Debts 

them (deducting ſuch Debts as they owe to 
and ſuch Debts as be deſperate J Bur there the 
Party over-rated upon his — to the Com. 
miſſioners, and his Oath taken before them, that 
© his Goods; Coin; or Debts be not of ſuch Value 
(which Oath the ſaid Commiſſioners are _authoriz'd 
to take by the Statute) the ſaid Commuſtioners may 
abate n as upon E 
* mination ſhall appear to them juſt 

| By this we muy S 

—_— rap th. Worth ; That * what * 

their Wort y an ann 

Benefit ; =r proper clear! _ nothing of 
their own are legally exempted theſe Taxas.. 
tions. | | H. 
In the fame Page he ſays, * If « Man be aſſeſſed 


* 


. 


„for his Goods in D. when as he hath no Goods 


there, and be diſtrained for ſuch Aſſeſſment, he 
may have an Action of Treſpaſs. A Perſon is 
gr no for Poſſeſſions he really has not, and not- 

he makes, or offers to make. Oath he 
hide: no — Poſſeſſions, he be diſtrain'd for them; 


— 


C HA. 11. 


Of the Duty of Pariſs-Officers with 
Relation to @ right Diſtribution of | 
the Pariſh-Money. 


* H E Cauſes of theſe Taxations, ſays 3 
Pag. 1 50. are three: To ſet the Poor at 
Work by a Stock, c. to relieye the Impotent, 
and to — forth Apprentices, by Money. The 
Cauſes: are the Ends tor which they are raiſed z and 
KY ore 


j 


(t9] 
therefore to theſe Ends th# Money raiſed ought to 
be apply'd. So it is faint fry 1 bor woe of it, 
2 as we ſhall ſee in the Second Part of this 
Diſcourſe. 

The poor Perſons to be, or not to be relieved by 
— Officers, may be read in the following Cita- 


Dalton Juice, pag. 169, 170. Here is Con- 
* fideration to be had of three Sorts or Degrees of 


8 


I. Poor by Impotency Ay Defed. . 
* 1. The A „ Decrepid, that are paſt Labour. 
© 2, The In t, Fatherleſs, and Motherleſs, and 
not able to work. 
3. The Perſon naturally difabled, either in Wit 
or Member, as an Ideot, Lunatick, Blind, 
Lame, &c. 
bs. The Perſon viſited with grievous Diſeaſes, or 
Sickneſs, tho? caſually, yet thereby, for the 
Time, being impotent. 

All theſe (being impotent and not able to work) 
are to be found and provided for by the Overſeers 
of neceſſary Relief; and are to have Allowances 

< proportionable, and according to the Continuance 
and Meaſure of their Maladies and Needs; and of 
* thele it may be ſaid, Si non paviſti, occidiſtiꝰ If we 
don't provide for them, we kill them. 


II. Poor by Caſualty. 
* I. The Perſon caſually diſabled, or maimed in 
* his Body, as the Soldier, or Labourer, Sc. 
* maimed in their lawſul Callings. 
* 2. The Houſeholder decay d by Caſualty of Fire, 
Water, Robbery, Suretiſhip, c. | 
The poor Man over-charged with 
g Aber . 
Body, but not ſufficient Means to 
ves, ate to be helped, or ſet to 
C Work 


— 


* Mn . — ST ow 


[18] 
Work by the Overſeers ; and, not able to 
* live by their Work, are in Chaney er to be 
relieved in ſome reaſonable Proportion, N 
* to their ſeveral Wants and Neceſſities 


III. Thriftleſs Poor. 


© 1. The riotous and prodigal Perſon, that con- 
* ſumeth all with Play, or Drinking, Ge = 
"5.2. The 4" Perſon, as the Strumpet, Pilfe- 
rer, Ic 
3. The Nlothful Perſon, that refuſeth to work. 
4. All ſuch as wilfully ſpoil or embezzle their 
1 Work, Se. | 
* 5. The Vagabond that will abide in no Service 
or Place. 
© For theſe, the Houſe of cunts is fitteſt : 
and there ſuch Perſons, being able in Body, are to 
be compelled to labour, that, by Labour and Pu- 
* niſhment of their Bodies, their froward Natures 
* may be bridled, their evil Minds bettered, and 
others by their Example terrify*d. 

And all ſuch Perſons, ſent to the Houſe of Cor- 
rection, muſt there live by their own Labour and 
* Work, without charging the Town and 9 
* for any Allowance. 7 Fac. 1. cap. 4. 

But for the Overſeers to ſuffer ſuch Perſons (or 
© any others, who can live of their Labours, or other- 
* wiſe) to be chargeable to the Town, or to relieve 
« ſuch, were a Means to nouriſh them in their Lewd- 
© neſs or Idleneſs which take it, and to rob others of 
Relief that want it, to wrong thoſe of their Money 
© that pay it, and to condemn them of Overſight 
© which diſpoſe it, 

And yet if any of theſe laſt happen to prove im- 
potent (then, according to the Statute 11 H. 7. 
© cap, 2. it ſeemeth they are to be relieved with Bread 
Water without other Suſtenance : And fo a reve- 
rend Judge delivered it in his Charge at Cambridge 


„Aſſizes. But yet Charity wills us in Caſes of ma- 


E « niteſt 


% . ; 
6 « nifet Extremity) it ſeemeth that they are to be . | 
© leved by the Town. 

Nelſon's Juſtice, pag. 485. © None are to be reliey'd 
© whoſe Names are not regiſter'd in a Pariſh-Book 
kept for that Purpoſe, unleſs by Authority under 
the Hand and Seal of a Juſtice of the Pariſh ; or if 
none there, by a Juſtice in the Parts adjoining, or 
by Order of Seſſions. 

gut in Caſe of peſtilential Diſcaſes, viz. Plague 
or Small-Pox, in Reſpect of their Families only, 
they are excepted. 3 & 4 W. & M. cap. 11. 

He, and his Wik, and Children, cohabiting in 
the ſame Houſe, muſt have on the uppermoſt Gar- 
a * ment, and upon the Shoulder of the right Sleeve a 

Roman P. and the firſt Letter of his Pariſh ; 
« or otherwiſe one Juſtice, Ic. upon Complaint may 
© cauſe his Allowance to be abridged or ſuſpended, 
or may commit Offenders to the Houſe of Cor- 
rection, not exceeding T wenty-one Days. 8 & 9 . 
* O. 
Oer _— ſuch _Pp not wear the 
e forfeit 20 6. for ce; one M 
e 1 Informer, the W the Poor. Ped 
to be before one Juſtice, upon Oath of one Wits 
* neſs; Forfeiture is to be levied by Warrant of one 
© Tuſtice.? 
Rm 9 Geo. 1. * The Perſon order'd to 'be re- 
© liev'd ſhall be entered into the Pariſh- Books, to re- 
* ceive Collection as long as the Cauſe for ſuch Re- 
lief continues, and no longer. | 

So much for who are to be reliev d; now 
we to examine how they are to be reliev'd, anc how 
the Pariſh- Money ought to be diſtributed. - 

Dalton's Fuſtice, pag. 170. Two Juſtices may 
licence the poor diſeaſed Perſons to travel to the 
* Bath for Remedy of their Griefs, ſo as they be 

provided of neceſſary Relief. (/ci/. with Money in 
their Purſes, Sc.) for their Travel, and beg not. 
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By e for any to be 
allow'd to n Confirmation of which a little 
further he 8 No Juſtice or Juſtices of Peace 
© may or can, in any Caſe, licence any poor Man to 
vVvander or beg at al : 

And in pag. 157. * None may be ſuffer'd to take 
© Relief at any Man's Door, tho? within the ſame 
« Pariſh, unleſs it be by the Order of the Overſeers 
8 neither may any, be ſuffer d to beg by the High- 
6 way, tho” chen own Pariſh. 

And that they may not have Occaſion fo to do, 
in pag. 148. he tells us, © The relieving of Poor and 
impotent Perſons muſt be convenient, and ſuch as 
that they neither be forced to beg, or fteal ; nor fo 
* little as that it may be a lingering Death to them.” 

Tis a great „as well as a Pity, that all 
Gifts and Charities, all the Fines and Forfeitures 
due to the Poor by Acts of Parliament, are not every 
where honeſtly — punctually paid them. Could 
it be brought about, it certainly would very much re- 
duce the Burden of Pariſh-Taxes : For if the Officers 
could be perſuaded to be ſtrictly honeſt in the Diftri- 
bution of the former, it might on hop'd they would 
be fo in the Aſſeſſing and Diſpoſing of the latter: 
Which would be a great Bleſſing to this Land in 
general, and to theſe Cities and Liberties in par- 
ticular. But to return; it will not be expected I 
ſhould give Lr 1 an Account of all the 
Gifts an belon „ ge- 
neral; r is it n Party concert d 
may eaſily inform himſelf of tho thoſe belonging to the 
Pariſh he refides in. Beſides, they are only particu- 
lar, and are of no Concern to any but their particu- 
har Pariſhioners ; but the Fines and Forfeitures being 
general, every Pariſh in the Nation is intereſted in 
them; and as they are too numerous here to be in- 
ſerted, being ſufficient to make a Volume of them- 
ſelves, I would refer my Readers to Blackerby's — 
Val. 1. where they may find moſt of them recorded 
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hens andapt Stile and Manner, and conclude this 
Chapter ith the 12th Section of a Statute made 
the zd and 4th of William and Mary, cap. 11. 

< Whereas. many Church-wardens and Overſeers 
of the Poor, and other Perſons entrufted to recaive 
Collections for the Poor, and other paub/ick Manie, 0 
relating to the Churches and Pariſhes whereunto : 
they bo belong, do often miſ-/pend the ſaid Monies, = 
and take the ſame to their oun Uſe, to the great 
* Prejudice of ſuch Pariſhes, and the Fo and other 
* Inhabitants thereof ; and — — 
* the Judges, when Actions are 
 fuch Church-wardens and Overſeers, to recover the 
* Monies ſo miſ-/pent, taken, or miſ-applyd by the 
f Ferſons aforeſaid, refuſe to admit the Pariſhioners 
* to be Witneſſes in ſuch Caſes, who are the only Per- 
* ſons that can make Proof thereof: Wherefore to 
prevent all fuch evil and deceitful Prattices of 
* Church-wardens, Overſeers, / and other. Perſons, 
* Be it enacted and declared, That in all Actions to 
de brought in their Majeſties Courts of Record 
at Weſtminſter, or at the Aflizes, for the Recovery 
of any Sum or Sums of Money ſo miſ-ſpent,' or 
* taken by Church-wardens. oo 3. the 
Poor, the Evipencs or THE PARISHIONERS, 
or ANY OF THEM (other than of ſuch as receive | 
:  _— any Penfion or Gift out of ſuch Collections 
or publick Monies of ſuch Pariſh or | Pariſhes 
* reſpe@ively, whereof the Defendant or Defen- 
* dants is or are Inhabitant or Inhabitants,) 8HALL 
* BE TAKEN. AND \ADMITTED IN ALL SUCH 
* Casrs IN THE CounTs AFORESAID 3 any. 
„ Cuſtom, 1 
q ? — 
L | 140 
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of the Duty of Pariſh- Me 1105 
Relation to tbeir Accounts; and tbe 
Remedies 20 be urd in Caſe of Male. 
Practice. 


l but 
Duty; ——_ t to render full, 
r, and particular Accounts of all their reſpective 
Receipts a — = . , and OS A—_ 
ht to to the Inſpection of every 
Dalton's Jul. pag. 153. * Two Juſtices ſhall take 
the Account of Church-wardens and Overſeers at 
* the End of their Year, in VERY Ons of tha 
« Particulars followin 
* Of all Sums of Monty by them labs or - 
© rated and not receiv'd. | 
* 2. Of all ſuch Stock of Ware or Stuffs, as they, 
* or any of the Poor have in their Hands, 
* 3. What Apprentices they have put out and 
* bound according to the Statute. 
* 4: What Poor they have ſet at Work, or reliey'd: 
5. Whether they have ſuffered any of their Poor 
© to — and beg out of their Town, or in the 
* Highways, or in their Town, without their Direction. 
© 6. Whether they have monthly met to conſider 
. of theſe Things. 
7. Whether they have aſſeſted the Inhabitants 
and Occupiers of Lands, &c. in their Pariſh ; /czl. 
« All ſuch as ARE or ABILITVY, and wirR 


© InDIFFERENCY. 


8. Whether they have endeavour'd to levy, 
and gather ſuch Aſſeſſments. | 
© 9, Whe- 
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9 Whether they have been otherwiſe negligent 


© in their Office; within which Words alſo there 


« ſeemeth to lie included, if they have relievd the 
« Impotent, or ſhall negle& to execute the Juſtices 
Warrants to them, or any of them dead for 
« the levying of any Fo : 
Did. pag. 154. ew of any Breach:of Traf, 
or Miſ-employment, Lord Chancellor may 
„ 7. Fas. 1. cap. 3. 
If the Church-wardens, or either of them, or 
any of the Overſeers, ſhall refuſe to make or yield 
© a TRUE AND PERFECT ACCOUNT to the ſaid 
© Juſtices of all ſuch Sums of Money, and of all 
uch Stock as aforeſaid; any Ts ſuch Juſtices may 
commit them to the common Goal there to remain 
* ewithout Bail, till they have made a TrRuz Ac- 
* count, and fatisfy'd, and paid (to the new Over- 
6 * ſrers, ſo much of the Sum and Stock, as 
« upon the faid Account ſhall be remaining in tis 
© (or _ Hands, Sc. And if they make a fa//e 
. * Account, th may be bound over to the Aſſizes or 
Seſſion, and thre an Indictment may be prefer- 
8 — 


* And as yo + edher'N egligences of the Church- 
* wardens and — in their Office, or in the 
0 * Execution of the Orders aforeſaid, every of them, 
— Default, ſhall forfeit for every 2 Default 
* 205. (ſueh Default being proved either by Witneſs 
or — of the Party) which Forfeitures ſhall 
be levied (by the New Church-wardens and Over- 
* ſeers, for the Tear enſuing, or One of them) by 
* Warrant from any Two Gab Juſtices of the Peace, 
by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender's Goods, &c. 
Or, in Defect of ſuch Diſtreſs, it ſhall be 
« lawful for any Two ſuch Juſtices of Peace to com- 
mit the Offender to the common Goal, there to 
remain without Bail ; *till the ſaid Forfeitures ſhall 
* be paid: and | the faid Forfeitures ſhall be 
wit 5. employ'd 


* 
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« employ'd to the Uſe of the Poor of the fame 
s Pariſh” » 
| * _ it is evident Pariſh Officers 
as ſuch, are Stewards, Agents, or 
— wag they Stewards, &c. 1 
Pariſhioners, to whom the Property of the Pariſh 
Money and Goods. equally belongs? And if fo, 
ſuch Pariſhioners have a Right to demand their 
—— Rehe Nags to hn iſe they 
a t to inſpect them, elſe are re- 
quir d to no Purpoſe. And this Right of Inſpection 
ought to be free. We find, in a Statute made 1 Jac. 
2. cap. 15.call'd an Act for rebuilding, finiſhing, and 
the Cathedral Church of St. Pauls London; 
it was enacted that Books oſ Accounts ſhould be 
kept of all the Receipts, and Diſburſements, 
ſing the Time when the Occaſion for which, an the 
Name of the Perſon, or Perſons to whom the 
Monies were diſburs'd; and that every Perſon in 
in any wiſe concerned ſhould have free Acceſs to the 
Books, and Liberty, to inſpect them at all Times 
when the Office was open without Fee or Reward. 
The like Article we find in another Act made (5. & 
6. W. M. cap. 10) for the Relief of the hans and 
other Creditors of the City of London. If this Pri- 
viledge was or is allow'd in theſe Caſes, I don't ſee 
any juſt Reaſon why Pariſn Officers ſhould deny it 
to thoſe who are concern'd with them. Sure their 
Accounts are not to foul to bear looking into? No 
honeſt Man can be againſt ſuch an Inſpection ; becauſe 
his Accounts, upon Examination, would appear to 
his Credit. And if a Perſon deſerving a different 
Character ſhould tell me, he kept his in the Dark in 
Charity to the Pariſhioners, to eaſe them of the Trou- 
ble it might put them to, if they had any Regard 
= hs own Rights, and thoſe of the Poar, I 
ſhould not ſtick to believe him: For ſuch 
act upon their own Notion of that Charity 
begins at Home; and fo aſſiduous are they in the 
Application 


. Page. 0 


IF 
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A . it they generally make Charity end 
at 


Perha * be told, the gone — 
Bd rs apes be: Lon it is ſo according to the 
preſent Management 4 but, if I underſtand it aright, 
the Money is not given to the Pari - Oficers, but to 
the Poor, and for other neceſſary | Occafions.” * A 


Clauſe of the Law, already cited, informs us, 'thoſe 


Officzrs are only entruſted with the Raiſ and Dif- 
tribution of it, and if they break their = hy by De- 
vouring, Pocketing, or Miſapphlying it. or any Part 
of it, they wrong; the Donors as well as the Poor, 
and are u e to . — ts 
agreable to R and Equity For con- 
tribute Money to a certain Exd, . in Juſtice, to 
be fatisfy'd it is apply d to that End; and this Satiſ- 

faction muſt ariſe from Inſpection; for ſtrong Suſpi- 
cions are ſeldom remov'd without ſome Degree of 
Certainty ; which Degree muſt ' ſpring from Yial, 
and not Report; eſpecially the Report of thoſe whom 
they Have Reaſon to ſuſpeRt.  - 

Thus the Contributers have a moral! Right to this 
Inſpection of theſe Accounts, and the J uſtices, be- 
ſides that, have a legal One in Form, not ly to 
inſpelt, for that they had before, but to pun the 
Accountants in caſe of Frauds,” Miſ-applications, 
&c. So that, m my A pprehenſion, the Laws in 
this Caſe — to KLE the Juſtices a further 
Deer, and not to abridge, or (take away the Ja 
Right of the Contributors. / 

That the Juſtices have this legal Right we fnq! in 


Statute 43 Elix. Cap. 2. That the Church-War⸗ 
dens and Overſeers ſhall within four Days after the 


* End of their Yeat, and afder other Overſeers be no- 
* minated, make and yield to two' Juſtices, 4 ge 
* and prrfec} Account of All of N by then 
recetved, or rated aud not receiv'd; of ſuch Stock 
© as themſelves, or the Poor all have in char 
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« Hands, and all other Things concefning their 
Office. 

But a great many can't ſee the publick Advantage 
of the Pariſh-Officers giving in their Accounts to 
two Juſtices, in ſuch Pariſhes where the Juſtices are 

One with the Reſt, and ſhare in devouring the Pub- 

lick Money. This ſeems to be little better than, 
Ask my Fellow if I be a——True-man. We. fre- 
quently hear Selef? Veſtries have Select Juſtices ; and 
it ſeems *tis the Nature, that is, the ſecond Nature, 
of theſe Sele Perſons to be ſo concurrent in theit 
Diſpoſitions and Judgments one with another, 
that they can't bear the Sight of one another's Fail 
ings; I had like to have ſaid, Faults: Doubtleſs the 
Cauſe may be the Wenkneſs of their Eyes; as 
not being able to bear the Sight of any Thing 
enormouſly Foul. 

That there has been ſuch Juſtices, I preſume, more 
will be ready to prove than deny: And what bas 
been may be. Tho? I gladly own, a t i bo 
Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of the Peace are 
above ſuch Baſeneſs, and well deſerve a very eg 
Character; Yet it appears to have been the Judge- 
ment of our ſuperiors, that there were a Number of un- 
fair Traders amongſt them, elſe Seventy-five had 
ſcarcely been ſtruck out of the Commiſſion oY 
as many now alive can eaſily remember: as if 
the Riſe of theſe Select Juſtices was 2. by the 
Legiſlature, in the 43. Eliz. Cap. 2. we find it 
enacted, * That if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall find 
: themſelves grieved with any Aſeſſment, Tax, or 
* other Ad done by the Church-Wardens, and 
© other Perſons, or the /aid Juſtices of Peace that 
then it ſhail be lawful for the Juſtices of Peace at 
© their Generel Quarter Seffions, or the greater Num- 
© ber of them, to take ſuch Order therein, as to them 

* ſhall be thought . and che 7e N 
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If it be query'd, In Caſe the Complaints of Perſons 


aggrieved ſhould be rejected, or not duly regarded; by the 


9uarter-Seffons, is there no other Appeal ? I Anſwer, 


There is a Statute in Force, directing how Money given 
for the Binding of Poor Children to Occupations ſhall be 


apply d, (made 7 Fac. 1. rap. 3.) In which it is enacted 
That if any of the Parties entruſted with the Diſ 
« poſal of the Monies given, or to be given (for 


« theſe Uſes) ſhall, in any Point, break their Truſt, 
or miſ-· employ any Part of it, or do any Ad con- 


trat to their Duty, it ſhall be lawful for any Per- 
« ſon, in Behalf of the Poor, to exhibit. a Petition to 


© the Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper of the great 


© Seal of England, for the Time being, who ſhall» 
© be authorized thereupon to appoint Commiſſioners 


to hear and determine the ſaid Offences. And if 
any Petſon ſhall find himſelf grieved by any Thing 
done by the ſaid Commiſſioners, upon Complaint- 
thereof made in the High Court of Chanctey, the 
Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, ſhall have full 


Power and rn order and decree the. ſame, 


« as to his Lordſhip ſhall: be thought moſt agreeable 


to Equity and good-Conſcience.?. : -+ 
This 


orce againſt the Miſ-employers- of all 


of equa 

kinds of Pariſh Money, as well as of that it particu- 
larly expreſſes: For it is all given, and collected for 
the ſame End; the Good of the Publict; and received 
and diſtributed by the ame Per/ons ; the Pariſb-Oi- 


bers: And therefore as Parallel Caſes require Paral- 
lel Regulations, They are ſubje& to the ſame Ordinan- 


ces in the Former as in the Latter... And Jacob, in | 
his Law Dictionary, Art. $1atute, tells us, Where- 


* ever a Statute gives or provides a\Thing, the com- 
* mon Law ſupplies al manner of  Requifites.” And 
* whers a Thing is granted by. Statutes, all necefſary 
* Incidents are granted with it.” That the — 
before cited is expreſſive of a Reguiſite, and neceſſary 
D2 | 


Incident, 


ph, in my Opinion, at leaſt, ſeems to 
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heben in _— as well as the other, I hops 
not be diſputed lly fince a Part of the 
Juſtices . . Faultics” To f ſuch, f - 1 
may preſume to adviſe, I would recommend the 
following tations. 

Dalton's Fuſtiee pag. 7. Here it ſhall not be 
* amiſs, ſhortly to put our Juſtices of Peace in Mind, 
© how Juſtice may be perverted many Ways (if they 
© ſhall not arm themſelves with the Fear of God, the 
Love of Truth, and Juſtice, and with the Authority 
© and Knowledge of the Laws and Statutes of 10 
Re al m) as namely ; 

1. By Fear : When fearing the Power or Cont: 
Hance of another, they do not Juſtice. Deut. 1 
Zu ſhall not fear the Face of Man, for the Jud 
© ment is Gods, who is, Capitalis Fuſt iciarius totius 
Mundi: Chief Fuſtice of Heaven and Earth : And 
© they are his Lieutenants. 

* 2. Favour : When they ſock to pleaſe their Friend, 
«. Neighbour, or other. Deut. did. Ye ſhall have n 
* Reſpeft of Perſons in Fudgment. Thou ſhalt nat 
* favour th Perſon of the Poor, nor honour the Perſon 

© of the Mighty ; but ſhalt Fudge juſtly. Levit. 19. 15. 
3. Hatred or Malice againſt the Party, or ſame 
of his. Levit. 5 18. Thou a not e 

e of V 

4. Covetouſneſs : When they receive or pen 
& »:Fee, Gift, or Reward ; for, as the wiſe Man-faith, 
* Rewards and Gifes do blind the Eyes of the Wiſe, 
* and make them Dumb, that they. cannot - uw 
. —_ Ecclef. 20. 238. 
. Perturbation of Mind : As anger or -ſach Ie 

6 Paton, Fam. 1, 20. The Wrath of Max doth not 
+, accompliſh, the Righteouſneſs of God. 
© 6. Jenorance: Or want of true Underſtanding 
what is to be done. Ignorantia Mater 177 
Tgnorance is he Mother of Error. | F] 
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« » Preſumption : When, withoat Law,they ar & i 
* ceed according to the their om Wills and A 
* ons. There is more Hope of a Fool than of bum waar is 
« Wiſe in his own Conceit. 

8. Delay: Which, in Ede alenping Juſtice, 
Negligentia ſemper baber Comitem infortunium, £9 
Mora trabit Periculum? Negligence is always ac- 
counted a wretched Companion, end Delay: draws 
Danger. 

* 9. Precipitation : Or, tap mich Raft: When 
$ hy haſtily, without due Examunation 


and Confideration of the Fact, and of all mate- 


rial: Circumſtances, or without hearing both Par- 


ties: For, the Law judgeth no Man before it bear | 


him. Tobn vii. 15. And the Philoſopher, Seneca, 


could ſay, Nui aliguid ſtatuerit, parte inaulita 
altera, A. licet ſtatuerit baud equi oft *  Fle 
that ſhall e or determine of a Matter, ts One 


Party being unheard, altho* -he ſhall 
Judgment, yet he is not a- juſt 'Judge, ' ul 
again; Omma non properanti clara crriague fumt, 


gt inatio autem ſemper improvida ac — of 7 


* All Things are are plain and certain to him that is 


not raſh nor heady, but Haſte is always improvi- 


dent and blind.” 

He after wards tell us, King — the Firſt epi 
tomiz'd theſe Rules, In his C to the pair 
in theſe Words; That they do uprighily, 
* and indifferently, without Delay, — Fear, 


or Bribery; with ſtout and upright Hearts; with 


clean and uncorrupt Hands; not to utter their 
* own Conceits, ere, ode wa nah 


. * not making Laws, but interpretin Law, 
according 2 ——— | 


6 — e their Office is Jus dicre, 
and not N N 


6 1. 


Als 
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6 * by latter Acts of Parliament; that, 


OP 

A little farther he tells us, © There be Four eſen- 
* tial Properties requird in Magiſtrates, and J u- 

« ftices. viz. 
© 1, They muſt be Men of Ability of Body, and 
8. * and of Courage for the Truth and in the 
© Truth 

* 2, They muſt be Men fearing God: Not bg 
* the Place for Honour or Commodity, nor reſpetling 
: Perſons but the Cauſe. 

3. They muſt be Men dealing truly : Searching 

N out all the Truth, and hating Covetouſneſs. | 

* 4. They muſt judge the People at. all Seaſont; 

uſing all Diligence in hearing — ending Cauſes; 

and not to neglect the Publick for private Em- 
ployments or Eaſe.” 

Lord Chief Juſtice Cook's Comment upon Maona 
CHAanrTa (Inſtit. Vol. 2.) WZ WILL SELL TO, 
Max, Deny ro no Man, &c. This is {| 
* ſays be, in the Perſon of the King, who in Judg- 
* ment of Law, in all his Courts of Juſtice 1s,pre- 
< ſent ; and therefore every Subject of this Realm, for 
« Injury done him, in Bonit, 77 erris, vel Perſona 1 
in Goods, Lands, or Perſon, by any other Subj 
Eccleſi aftical, or 7. emporal, whatever be be wit 
Exception, may take his Remedy by Courſe of 
Law, and have Juſtice and Right for the Injury 


; done him; freely, without Sale; fully, without any 


Denial; and ſpeedily, without Delay: For Juſtice 
« muſt have three Qualities z it muſt he, Libera, 
Free; for nothing is more odious than Fuftice ſet 
to Sale; Plena, Full; for Fuftice ought not to 
6 — or be granted Piece- meal; and Celeris, Speedy 
* Quia Dilatio eft quedam Negatio : Becauſe Delay is 
a kind of Denial: . And when al theſe _ it is 
* both 741 and Rigbt. 

* WE WILL NOT DENY, NOR DELAY ANY 
Max, Sc.] Theſe Words have been excellently 


* 
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* by no Means, common Right or common Law 


© ſhould be diſturbed or delayed; no, tbo it be com- 
* manded under the Great Seal, or Privy Seal, Order, 
« Writ, Letters, Meſſage or Colne whatſoever, 
* either from the King, or any other ; and that the 
* Juſtices ſhall as if none of theſe were come 
* to them. All our Judges ſwear to this; ſo that 
if any be found the Law to ſerve a Court 
Turn, they are perjur'd, as well as unjuſt. 
common Laws of the Realm ſhould by no means 

* be delayed; for the Law is the ſureſt Sanctuary a 
Man can take, and the ſtrongeſt Fortreſs to pro- 
tect the Weakeſs of all: Lex q tutiſima Caſis; 
the Law is the ſafeſt Head-piece : And, Sub Clipeo 
* legis nemo decipitur : No Man is deceiv'd whilſt 
* the Law is his Buckler. Only the King may ſtay 
6 hu own Suit, reſpite his Fine, and the like. 


Just ie oR RicaT.] We ſhall not, ſell, dem, 
© or delay Fuſtice or Right : Neither the End, which 


is Juſtice ; nor the Means whereby we may attain 
* to the End, that is the Law. Right is taken here 


for Law, in the ſame Senſe that Juſtice often is 


* ſo called. 

© 1, Becauſe it is the Right Line, whereby Juſtice 
« diſtributive is guided and directed z and therefore, 
all the Commiſſioners of Oyer 


* Fatturi ad Juſtitiam pertinet, ſecundum Legem 
* & Confuitudinem Angliz : That is, to do Juſtice 
* and Right according to the Rule of the Law and 
* Cuſtom of England. ; 

© 2. The Law is call'd Refum'; Right ; bean 


© it Diſcovereth that which is Tort, crooked or wrong . 


* for as Right fi Law, fo Tort, crooked, or 

* wrong ſignifieth Injury Injuria eft contra tus: 
© Injury is _ Right. \-Retia Linea eſt Index ſui, 
Obi Ari 15 Line is both declaratory of it 
* ſelf, an a Oblique. Hereby the crooked 9 


The 


and Terminer, of 
Coal- Delivery, of the Peace, &c. have this Clauſe, 


—— 


** 


| [ 32 2 | 
of that which is called Diſcretion-appeareth to be 


_ © unlawful, unleſs you take it as it ought to be 


£ Diſcretio eftt diſcernere per Legem quid fit uu 
* Diſcretion is to diſcern by the Law what is Ju 

3. It is called Right; becauſe it is the bf 
* Birth-right the Subject hath-; for thereby his 
Goods, Lands, Wife and Children, his Body, Life, 
Honour, and Eſtimation are protected from Injury, 


and Wrong: Major Hereditas venit unicung; no. 
« trum a Jure & 
© greater Inheritance deſcends to us from the Laws that 


Legibus quam 4 Parentibus: A 


From onr Pragenitors. 


The End of the Fir Part. 
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Containing an Exhibition of many of the Re- 
monſtrances, and Complaints made againſt 
the Male-Pra#tice of theſe Officers, 


a ” * — — 


— 


CHAP. I. 


The Complaints made againſt their Abuſe of their 
Duty, in the Caſe of electing Veſtty-men. 


BRIT OM E Sce2-Viftries have obtain'd 
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our Legiſlators, at the Time of their paſſing, 
ſelfiſh and deſigning Men: For I can't 4 
myſelf, it ever was the Deſign of the Repreſentatives 
and Patriots of Great Britain, to give any Set of 
Men a Power to DISPENCE WITH THE PROPER- 
TIES of their Fellow- ſubjects, or to abuſe and op- 
reſs the King's People without Controul or Poſſibi- 


ity of Redreſs. But let us proceed to the Remon- 


ſtrances and Complaints, that appear to have been 
but Yoo juſtly, made againſt the vile Abuſes of theſe 
up-ſtart Oppreſſors. 
Moretons P. T. pag. 10. The Parliament is 
« Septennial, the Mayoralty and Common-Council 
Annual, but Select-Veſtries Perennial, and never 
* renew'd but by One at a Time, as the Old ones 
drop off; for they are ſure to chuſe none in their 
Room, but thoſe whom they have martd for their 
Purpoſe before-hand. Beſides, while the Election 
is in themſelves, we have no Hopes of Amend- 
ment. If they happen to be miſtaken in their 
Man, and by Chance chuſe an Honeft-man among 
'em, he muſt either abſent himſelf, or come into 
their Meaſures ; otherwiſe he is like an Owl a- 
mong the Birds: So that it may be ſaid of a 
Selef-Veſtry, as of the Mint, let a Man go in 
never ſo honeſt he's ſure not to come out ſo. _ 
Did. pag. 18. And, as in Myſteries of State, 
there is often a Wheel within a Wheel; ſo in 
Parochial Government there is many Times a 
Veſtry within a Veſtry ; Numbers for Sbeto, but a 
Few for Bu/ineſs. Thoſe who have paid all the 
Fines of a Pariſh, of courſe, become Veſtry-men : 
But alas, they know little of its Affairs! Their 
Advice and Aſſent may be asked now and then 
in Matters of more Form than Conſequence ; but 
the moſt material Affairs are tranſacted at the 
Tavern over a Bird and a Bostle, by the Select and 
« knowing Few, who blind the Others with p_ 
I « ſible 
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© fble Amuſements, and make one Part of the 
« Pariſh help to deceive the Other.” 163 
Another Author tells us (Hift. Acct. c. pag. 31.) 
* The Nature of their Conſultations deſerves to be 
* enquir'd into, and expes d: Theſe Meetings 70 
* chuſe Officers confiſt of a ſelef# Number choſen by 
* themſelves, ſome of whom make it their Buſineſs 
to frighten the Junior Inhabitants out of Sixteen 
Pounds, to be excusg'd from ſerving of Ward- 
Offices, if they are admitted to have a Deputy, 
they are any but the Beadle whom they appoirt.” 
Here ſeems to be a Miſtake, of the Preſs without 
Doubt, or I miſunderſtand the Matter, I take the 
Author's Meaning to be, That if the Inhabitant 
under Election be admitted to have a Deputy, he 
muſt accept of the Beadle they pleaſe to appoint for 
his Deputy : For he further ſays, * and what the 
* Beadle demands they (i. e. the Perſons elected) muſt 
* pay, or ſerve the Office themſelves.“ This is ſo 
notoriouſly vile and —_— it needs no Com- 
ment; therefore, I ſhall purſue the Citation: By 
* which Means, ſays he, there are Sums drain'd 
from the Honeſt Inhabitants, and their Tools are 
* put into uſeful Employments. After this Buſineſs 
* of electing is over, they retire to the Tavern. 
* And here it is, that, in the Gaiety of their Hearts, 
they laugh at the Pariſh, and flatter the Veſtry, extol 
their arbitrary Proceedings, and give em all 
ſuch Characters as the Wine inſpires. Let 
* any impartial Judge obſerve this, and conſider the 

* Bleſſing of a Select Veſtry, who chuſe themſelves ! 
The ſame Author obſerves, pag. 37. The Veſtry 
is ſeldom or never compleat to its full Number: 
The Reaſon, ſays he, of their proceeding in this 
Manner is, that there may be Vacancies for the 
* Church-wardens to make a Majority to carry on 
their Deſigns, of which they would be in Danger 
* of being fruſtrated if the Vacancies were filld up 
* by the Pariſbioners.* - | | L 
; E 2 An 
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An“ Author cited in the Beg! ing of this 
Diſcourſe makes the following Reflections. Were 
the Veſtries annually chang d, honefter Meaſures 
might be expected. The Power of laying a 4+ 


* cretionaty Tax is too great @ Truſt to be conſtantly 


fd in the ſame Community, accountable, in Effet, 
- © only to themſelves, or their own two Fuſtices ; whoſe 
Eyes are apt to be ſoon ſell d with Pariſb Fatneſs, 
and are renderd. incapable of feeing any Errors. 
Ne Veſtry-men would not fo eaſily know, how 
to palliate the Deceit, nor ſo readily agree upon 
* fraudulent Meaſures. New-comers would rather 
* ſtrive to exceed the old Ones, in eaſing their Fel- 
* low-Pariſhoners, and better applying the ſtated 
* Aﬀeſiments. The Change would, at leaſt, pro- 
* duce this Effect, that the faſhionable Spoil would 
* circulate, and each Man in his Turn might repay 
* himſelf his Share in the paſt Extort ions. 


* Grab-ſtreet Journal. 
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CHae, II. 
Of their Muſes in levying Aſſeſſments, Rc. 


SecT. 1. Of the Multiplicity and Burden of 
Parisn-Taxes. 


c 'F HE King cannot raiſe Money without bis 
Lords and Commons, nor they without the 
Royal Aſſent, ſo happy are we in our preſent 
* Eſtabliſhment ; but our Pariſh-Tyrants are more 
arbitrary; ' they aſſeſs, re-aſſeſs, and diſtreſs at Plea- 
© fure : The Wealthy cry out and think themſelves 
oppreſs d, the middling People are put backward in 

© their Endeavours to thnve, and the meaner Sort are 
+ fqueez'd to the laſt Drop; infomuch that _ 

| * 
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$ who are not Poor ſtand fair to be made ſo, and thoſe 
* who are Poor may be ſure to continue ſo to their 
Lives End. | | 

The Government, all this While, bears the Bur- 
© denof Reproaches,and the Kina and PARLIAMENT 
are injuſtly blam'd for the Exa#ions of Seleft Veſtries. 
* Taxes were never ſo high in this World before! 
+ This is the Cry every where; when, alas! it is 
© not the King's Tax, but the PARISH Tax which 

* pinches the Poor Houſe-keeper. 

The King's Tax is paid by the Landlord, who 
is indeed moſt able; but the poor Tenant is ſqueez'd 
by the Pariſb-Harpies, who make him pay at leaſt 
* as much to the Poor as his Landlord-pays to the 


King; nay in ſome of the Out-pariſhes the Poors 


* Rate by much exceeds the King's Tax”. Moret. 
P. T. pag. 2. and 3. 

Did. pag. 4. * Woe to thoſe Houſe-keepers who 
* difoblige the Veſtry-Gentry | Who are of a diffe- 
* rent Party or Principle; who have, or may refuſe 
to Vote, in all Elections National or Parochial, 


according to their Directions: Theſe fhall be 


ſaddled with Offices, Fines, and double Taxes. 

Did, pag. 6. There's no End to Pariſh-Taxes; 
ve know not when we have paid; Book follows 
* Book, and Re- aſſeſſment follows Re- aſſeſſment, 
0 without End or Reaſon.” 

Bid. pag. 9. But nothing is ſo profitable to theſe 
Gentlemen as Pariſh-Repairs : If the Church is 
new beautify'd, painted, or white-waſh'd, whip they 
* come upon you with a Church-Rate, and where 
* Two bundred Pounds has been expended, Twelve 
* hundred ſhall be collected; for Mr. Church-warden 
vill ſtrive hard but his hter ſhall be a Thouſand 
* Pounds the better: Nay, there are ſome Pariſhes 
* where the Church-Wardens, tho' they went in as 

* Poor as Rats, have come out too rich ever to be 

poor again; and yet every Body is willing to en- 
6 nme with an Ix sc RI T ION to 2 
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particularly, in pag. 22 and 23. Which I ſhall amit 


| Cy / 

* the World in what Year be put the Pariſh to an 

unneceſſary Charge: So that there is always ſomething 

to be done to the Church to pleaſe the Vanity of 
* the Church- Wardens. | 

Ibid. pag. If Two or Three Hundred Yards of 

* High-Way is to be repaired, there's 64 in the Pound 


charged upon the whole Pariſh, and Seven or Eight 


Hundred Pounds per Ann. ſhall be collected for the 
* High-Ways, which may probably coſt Forty or 
Fifty, if repair'd at all; for were it not for the 
* Turn-pikes there would be no going in or out of 
London. This is an infufferable Tax, and ought to 
© be carry'd to the Pariſh- Account.” 

The ſame Author, after he has touch'd upon the 
Scavengers Rate, the Demand for Watch and Ward, 
and the Rate for Sewers, has theſe Words ; * Why 
* muſt ſo much be gather'd when fo little is laid 
out? Mo has the Overplus ? And why might not 
this Expence likewiſe be carry'd toageneral Accownt ? 

In ſhort, /ays be, numberleſs are their Rates, 
* and a Book is made for every trifling Article, to 
give Pariſhioners double Trouble, and put them to 
Nine times the Expence.“ | 

$ 2. Of their unequal Manner of levying Aſſeſs- 
ments. | 

Peter Baurſot, in his Petition to the Seſſions, (Poor 
H. F. p. 15 and 16) having repreſented that him- 
ſelf, not being worth gol. was taxed 6d per Meet 
to the Poor, reckons up ſeveral of higher Ability 
who were not rated in Proportion. One who had 
Zigbi Houſes in the Pariſhz and had laid out 8o0l in 
a Purchaſe ; and another, who had four large Houſes 
and 1301 Stock, paid but 9d a piece. One who 
had Seven Houſes and 251 Stock paid but 6d. One 
who had Six large Houſes and 5ol Stock rated 7d. 
One worth 4, or 500/. per Ann. And Two worth 
upwards of 500! per Annum 15 each. He gives 
ſeveral other Inſtances of unequal Aſſeſsments, 


the 


139] 


the Recital of, and proceed to pag. 42. where he * 
© The richeſt Man in the Pariſh (Botolpb's without 
* Aiderſegate) is rated but 15 in the Pound by a 
© Pound Rate and I am rated 8d, whereas I am not 
© worth a Groat, my Debts being paid, as Tam ready 
to make Oath.” And in pag. 34, he tells us, The 
© Inhabitants of Lime-houſe, and Overſeers were con- 
« vitted for not making anequal Rate for the Poorzand, 
their Fine being ſet it was mov'd, that they might be 
* bail'd on Error; but the Court would not ſuperſede 
© the Execution. 

In pag. 66. the ſame Author informs us, u 
his Oppoſition to the like Abuſes, (in Shoreditch 
Pariſh ſeveral of his F ellow-Pariſhiohers (wiſe, or 
honeſt Men no doubt) told him, The Law ſays, if 
4 Houſe of Sixteen Pound a Year, pays nothing to- 
« wards the Maintenance of the Poor, how muſt the Poor 
« be kept?” The ſtrange Wiſdom of this Skew- 
Ball Query ſeems a little oblique to common Senſe 
*Twas utterly unknown to the Counſellors in 
England before, Pl] anſwer for it. But to the Au- 
— Reply. He told em, They did not under- 
* ſtand what they ſaid (I marvel 4 he underſtood 
* *em) for, ſays he, if there were no poor merry 
* Church-Wardens, nor poor Juſtices of the Peace, 
and the Law put in Execution, there could be no 
Want of Money: There is enough and to ſpare. 

He then proceeds to tell what a, Trifle his Oppo- 
ſition coſt him, what a Charge it was to them, and 
how others, by his Means, were reheved. * As 
© for the Charge, ſays he, it is but a meer Bubble, be- 
- cauſe in threeNears Time it did not coſt me Three half 
* Crowns, and I paid an Attorney's Fre out of it; but 
it coſt them above 12/. Therefore, I think, you 

* need not be afraid of the Charges; becauſe he 
whole Charge of Middleſex is no more than 15 after 

= — whe your Petition at the Sefions, which 

and fetch at the Temple from the Quarter- 

L Seſſions Office, As for Relief you have no Reaſon 
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* to doubt it; for I ſent Two Perſons to the Quartet 
« Seffions, after my Fight, and they preſenting their 
« Caſe, as not being worth 10/. were both W 
I ſent another not long ago, who was not worth a 
« Groat, and liv'd in a barbarous Pariſh, who was 
« alſo reliev d; tho? a Year before her Goods were 
« ſeiz'd, and ſhe was forc'd to pay the Money, becauſe 
of the Darkneſs of the Law. FI 

There are many Things worth Notice in this Au- 
thor z who tho* he does not write like a Schoolar, 


frequently hits the Deſcription of theſe Oppreſlors; 


as will further appear in the following Chapter. 
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Cray III. 


Of their Abuſe of their Duty with 
Regard to the Diſtribution of the 
Publick Money; and of many other 
of their Impoſitions and Oppreſſions, 


K 

URSOT P. H. F. p.69, The firſt Article among 
them is to ſpend the Poors Money, and they 
© entice a great many ignorant Men to ſpend it; 
© telling them, the Laus allow it. If he miake any 
< e, they reply, What need you care? We will 


draw you out (rather in) We'll paſs your Accounts, 


© never fear it,” This is a moſt impudent Inſult upon 
the Laws. 

Did. pag, 13. The Overſeers of St. Leonard's 
* Shoreditch, thought fit to chuſe me an Overſeer, 
* upon which I accepted of he Place. The Overſeers 
and I were called by thi Church-Warden to an 
* Ale-bouſe. Before we we defir'd to know 


* what was to pay; but the Church-Warden, being 


4 merry 


I 
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1 
n merry One, told us there was notbing to pay that 
ve might pay when it came to our Turn; that is, 
vhen we have ſpent a pretty deal of the Poors 
* Money we may make an OvzR-RATR, to 
$ reimburſe ourſelves —— Poor Houſe-keepers, that 
* are not worth a Groat, maintain theſe. Extrava- 
* gancies.” I have obſerv'd, for making Books, 
in two Hours Time at an Ale-bouſe, above Seven 
Pound ſpent, , when a Crown would have done. 
< Theſe are the People who are loath to relieve a 
poor Man, from Taxes, that is not able to pay 
his Debts. Even the 7ufices encourage em; 
* for the latter Part of my Time we ſummon'd 
« ſeveral Poor Houſe-keepers, who complain'd they 
« were unable to pay towards the Maintenance of the 
Poor: They were brought before two of our 
* Juſtices, who could hear their diſmal Complaints, 
but anſwer'd, they couLD NOT RELIEVE I 4 
they ſhould ap to the Seſſions for 
Relief. But you. I — — to make 
* Diſireſs : Or better ſay, to rob thoſe poor Crea- 
* tures of what was of their own. I may well ſay, 
rob, by Reaſon, in my Precinct, I was in Company 
« with he Church-wardens and others to ſerve a 
* Warrant of Diſtreſs for 4.5. 6 d; and, after we 
had made the Diſtreſs, the poor Creature, who had 
more need to be reliev'd than to have any Thing 
* took from him, was obliged to borrow 48. +6 
* his Neighbours till he — pay it 'em, to rel 
his Goods. Afterwards we went to an Ale- bouſe 
LA , as they call it, and ſpent 8 5. _ 
For my part, 7 a 
* committed, One on the poor Man, the Other on 
the Poor of the 83 I think the Juſtices are 
* as guilty as them, to PASS ſuch Accounts. I think 
* it would be very proper that the Kix and Pan- 
* LIAMENT Bank po. take it into Conſideration, and 
interpret bow poor 4 Man muſt be 40 be relievd 
* (from Pariſh-Taxes. * Some may ask, how -I 
came 


came to 


Upon which he thus deſeants; For my 


[42] 
e of theſe Doings ? My anſwer's, 
I could not help it till now”. 
Mid. pag. 9. When I have reproach'd 'em with 
© ſpending the Poors Money; they have anſwerd 
* me: What ! would you have us look after the 
Poor and no Refreſhment ? Barbarous 
That poor Howſe-keepers, unable to pay their Debts, 
© muſt A the Guts of ſuch ſort of Men?! 
A little farther, he tells us, the VEST RV allows 
© ſo much to be Herd when they paſs their Accounts”. 
part, 
* have found no Laws in England, that allow any 
* fach Thing. Nor have I, in all my Travels, 
found a Roman, nor Jew, nor 2 nor 'Cal- 
viniſt, nor any other ſort of Believers, that ever 
* did ſpend the Poors Money: But the Chureh- 
* watdens and Overſeers (i. e. boſe who alt in'th: 
Place of ſuch) amongſt them are out of Packet by 
6 their neſs, where they have found it was ex- 
* traordinarily wanted. And it is to be obſery'd 
in all Believers (I take it, he intends, all other 
£ Proftſſions) that they take care of their Poor, and 
do not oppreſs poor Houſe-keepers amongſt chem; 
and tho' themſelves contribute towards the Main- 
© tenance of the Church of England's Poor, the 
* Church of England's Officers an not the fame, not 
© the Fuftices; for they oppreſs the Poor, and will 
© not refieve them: Witneſs the French and the 
< Difſenters.* 
Concerning the Firf, this Author cites a Letter 
from the Daily-Poſt, of Dec. 9. 1737 ; ſent by an 
Engliſh Gentleman at Paris, to his LAT in London 
In which are the following remarkable Expreſſions. 
The t luxurious and drunken Feaſts of the 
« Pariſh - Officers in London and Weſt minfter are 
Things 46/olntely unknown here, nor is it in the 
Power of any 1 the Money given 
© to Charitable Uſes, to em 1 it to any other Pur- 


* poſe, either for indulging his Luxury, or * 
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« the Subſtance of his Family. To prevent either of 
« theſe Abuſes, the Regulations are admirable ; and 
« indelible Infamy, befides corporal Puuiſb ment, would 
be the Portion of any Pariſh-Officer in France, that 
© ſhould defraud the Poor, but to the Value of a 
« Battle of Wine: But when ſhall we ſee fo much 
« Virtue of this Kind, re-eſtabliſh'd in Zngland ? 
When we make Laws in Britain, either for refor- 
© ming any notorious Abuſes, or encouraging Acts 
« of Virtue and Piety, the firſt Thing confider'd of, 
by but too many of thoſe appointed to put them 
© in Execution, is, HOW TO MAKE A PENNY OP 
* THEM: This is the great Noffrum, which mof 
of our Pariſh-Officers aim to arrive at, while the 
Poor are but little the better for any gdditional | 
Laws made in their Favour, | 

For the Second; (Moreton, P. T. pag. 14.) has this 
Obſervation. | 

We, ſays be, are a Reproach to the People 
* calld Quakers, and they an Example to us; for 
they not only contribute to maintain aur Poor, but 
© entirely ſupport their own, who dare not take Alms 
© of a Pariſh on Pain of being excluded from a- 
* mong 'em. The Heads, (more properly, the Ge- 
© nerality) of theſe People have their Month y 
Meetings, where all Affairs relating to ther Poor are 
© ſettled, without a Multiplicity of Rates, as in our 
* Caſe (He might have ſaid without any Thing Lke 
Rates; for there is no Conſtraint amongſt. them, 
every One is left to his Freedom.) And I am 
© well affur'd there is not One Farthing of the pub- 
lick Money expended ; but if any among them take 
* a Glaſs after the Meeting is over, every Man pays 
* his Club out of his own Pocket.” 

Many other Complaints are made againſt the Male- 
Prafice of theſe Officers on various Occaſions. 
Burſot (Purge, pag; 2.) informs us, A many 


* poor Infants, and epos d Baſtard- Children were 


* inhumanly ufer a, to die by the Barbarity of 
* 


* Pariſh- 


[ 
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* Pariſh-Nurſes, who are a ſort of People void of 
* Commiſeration and Religion, hir'd by the Church. 

* wardens to take off a Burden from the Pariſh,at the 
* cheapeſs Rates they can; and thoſe know the 
Manner of doing it effectually, as by the Bur1ar- 
* Books may evidently appear.” A moſt barbarous 
and flagrant Enormity ! And, moſt infamous to 
be ſuffer'd in a Chriſtian Country! Of this, ſays 
Moreton, pag. 19. * Some indeed are more barefac'd, 


and make even a Trade of a Pariſh ; I mean thoſe 
* Church-wardens and Veſtries who lump it with 


* Harlots and Whore-mongers, and take Baſtards off 
their Hands at ſo much per Head; for which 
they get a good Treat, from Two Guineas to Five, 
: —_ to the Circumſtances of their Chap, 
* which * call Saddling the Spit-; beſides a good 
round Sum with the Bantling, which, + tis to be 
fear d, is entirely ſunk, all this being done by Con- 
nðivance. I muſt indeed juſtify them, ſo far in the 
Affair, that their Care ought. to be commended in 
putting the poor Children out to thoſe they call 
God Almightys Nurſes. I would fain ask by what 
* Charter they hold this #eLLIsn COMMERCE, 
and become the Devir's BROKERS D' I ſhall 
leave them to anſwer that; and proceed to other 
Abuſes. ; 7 
Burſot, in his Purge, pag. 2. tells us, at the Time 
* when he writ that Piece, The Money collected 
by Voluntary Contributions the laſt exceſſive cold 
Winter, in Order to the Relief of the Poor had, 
not been diſtributed according to the ſaid Charitable 
Intention: But in many Pariſhes, ſays he, remains 
undiſtributed to this Day; ſome being carried into 
the Chamber of London, from whence it is not 
« eaſily retriev'd within any competent Time; ſo 
* that Multitudes of Poor, who ought to have been 
* reliey'd, were STARVv'D To DEATH during that 


* rigorous Seaſon; Which appears by — 


: . 

© Increaſe of Bills of Mortality about that 
CET: x 

'Tis certain the Royal Family, and many other 
Noble Spirits have open'd their Purſes, and diſpens d 
largely at ſuch pinching Times ; moſt certainly, in a 
compaſſionate Sence, and with a charitable De- 
ſign to afford the Needy a preſent Relief. How 
baſe, how barbarous is it in thoſe, who are entruſted 
with the Diſtribution of theſe Donations, to pervert 
m to other Uſes, or protra# the Time of their 
Delivery! Such Delays are a plain Indication the 
Money is fell into bad Hands, who neither care 
nor mean to part with it, if they can help it. Are 

ſuch Men to be truſted with the publick Money, or. 
the Care of their F 1 whoſe Actions 
declare them to be without Chriſtian Compaſſion, the 
Bowels of Humanity, or even moral Honeſty ? I 
can't but imagine, there is a great Analogy between 
the Actions of Theſe, and the ſcandalous Practice 
of thoſe Roman Knights Juvenal calls Harpies. He 
calls the Roman Knights Harpies, or Devourers, 
* ſays Dryden, In thoſe Days the Rich made Doles 


© intended for the Poor; but the Great were either 


© ſo covetous, or ſo needy, that they came in their 
* Litters to demand their Shares of the Largeſs: 
And thereby prevented and farved the ' Poor. 
Dryden's Notes on the firſt Satyr of Juvenal. 
Another Abuſe we have in Burſot, Purge p. 2. 
* The Ix R EASE or Beccars, luſty idle Men 
* and Women, Vagabonds, Cc. is altogether owing 
* to the Negligence of thoſe that ſhould remedy it, 
and of the Parifh-Officers, who take no Care to 
* purge their Pariſhes of ſuch Vagrants, but connive 
* at 'em on Purpoſe that ſuch appearing Objects of 
Charity may give a fair Pretence to thoſe Yearly 
* exorbitant 0% Fions of all Kinds. This Kind of 
* of Beggars receive little or no ſettled Pariſn-Alms; 
but live upon what they can extort by their mo 
a : | | 4 2 x 


— 
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© pvBLICK Corizs EXHIBITED, it would be im- 


* ſeldom or v 
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* and Importunities in the Streets and at the Coaches 


Sides.“ 
This Abuſe is very troubleſome and notorious ; be- 


ſides I have been credibly informed, in ſome Pariſhes, 


they make a lawleſs Practice of letting the Poor out of 
the Work-houſes upon ſome extraordinary Occaſions ; | 
as at Marriages, Funerals, Qc. — giving them 
the Liberty illegally to in vade the Perſons, Doors, and 
Tables of thoſe who contribute to their Maintenance 


| 5 a different Manner. This is defeating the Deſign 


r which Work-houſes were erected ;, i. e. To 
_ full Provifion for the Poor, and to clear the 

Streets of thoſe Importunities, and Objects fo diſagree- 
able, troubleſome, and ſometimes dangerous to Per- 
ſons of both Sexes. | 

Another, which Moreton calls, a very great Abuſe, 
is ſays he, That many noble Charities are ſunk and 
« fwallow'd up by theſe Villains, who baſely wrong 
* the Indigent ke, and ſacrilegiouſly pervert the 
Donations of the Dead. What a Scene of Villany 
* would be open'd, were a ſtrict Inquiſition made o* 
© the Charities — pious Gifts left to the ſeveral Pa-. 


« riſhes. Were Commiſſoners inſtituted by the Govern 
into 
after 


© ment, who ſhould make a Inſpection i 
all Parochial ies, and a ftrif Enquiry 
© publick Charities ſunk or miſ-applyd, doubtleſs they 
© would bring many lot Charities to Light, and, 
by an exaf? Regiſter and Recollefion, ſave many 
more noble Gifts from Abuſe and Oblivion. 


Were ſuch Charities PUBLICKLY RECORDED and 


© poſlible to conceal or abuſe em. Thoſe, who had 
© any Claim to em, need but make out their Title 
< 7% the Commiſſioners and be ſatisfy'd. Whereas 
Application to Church-wardens is in a Manner 
© fruitleſs; ſo imperious are they in their Carriage: 
They brow-beat whoever applies to em, and 
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And tho? many Charities are yet k fo out- 
« ward Appearance, yet ſuch = . * in as 
« ſtand in much need of Amendment. Every 
* Hoſpital Alms-houſe, &c. ſhould therefore be vi- 
« fited— The Will of the Donor and the Rental in- 
ſpected, and ſtrict Enquiry made whether the Ob- 
« jefts of fuch Charity have had Juſtice done em or 
no, whether they have not been abridg'd in their 
© Allowance, Diet. Cloaths, &c. If ſo, for what 
© Reaſon, and whether the Steward, Manciple, or 
other commanding Officer has not e d out his Per- 
« quifites with the Penfioners Properties. * Pix, T. 
pag. 24-25. © 
© There is another Devilih Prattice among theſe 
« Blood-ſuckers, fays he, pap. 15. which they call 
* BrgDING, that is to ſay, picking up Fines ; which + 
indeed pay for Birds and Bottles of Wine. Every 
© now and then they rummage the Pariſh, and prick 
* down thofe whom they 2 will fine for Offices; 
© nor ſhall a young Beginner ſcarce be ſettled but the 
ald Ones have a Hatut's- Eye upon him; and if t 
find him more inclinable to fine than ſerve, he 13 


© ſure to be their immediate Prey. 


This groſs Abuſe is very common, and extremely 
complain d of in General; eſpecially in the Caſe of 
the Petty-Conftable's Othce : Which, according to 
the preſent Miſcrule in many Pariſhes, i is render d a 
publick Grievance, and the Opprefſion, and ſome- 
times Ruin of the Poor and middling ſort of People. 
In Conſideration of this, Moreton calls the Conſta- 
ble's Office, as I have elſewhere obſerv'd, The 
* Veſtry-Revenge, always beſtov/d on thoſe who 
* mutiny; and moreover a rare Rau- bead and 
a Blaoch- bones to frighten Fines out of quiet People. 
© Inſtead, ſays he, of fubltartial Fou. 
* kee bed their Rt, endanger their Healths 

r negleft their Bufine/s, and ne run 

In the Pamphlet entitled Briiis Liberty. 


into 


the Office as to receive Ten, or Eleven times Ten, upon 
this Occafion, I would juſt take the Liberty to ask 
the Reciveers, To whom does theſe Fines rigbt- 


[48] | 
© into expenſive Law-ſuits, thro Ignorance ; I think 
© jt much more adviſeable for a Pariſh, that accord- 
ing to the Bigneſs thereof, Two or more decayd 
* Pariſkioners be made Con ſtables, during good Be. 
© havicur : That they be allow'd Twenty or 


Thirty Pounds per Ann. each, which with the 


* common Allowance for 8 Warrants, Sc. 
© may. afford a comfortable Subſiſtence for many 
6 reduced Tradeſmen, and their Families, who nd 
© wiſe would be chargeable to the Pariſty. 

This Propoſal, ſeems in my Apprehenſion, to be 
not only very reaſonable, . but very neceſſary to be 
gy with and puſh'd forward by all wiſe and 


Houfholders : Ne ot only for the. Reaſons menti- 


oned in this Citation, but allo becauſe it would infal- 


libly put an End to that great Abuſe and Oppreſſion 
of ning ſo largely for being exempted from ſerving 
the Office. Ten Pounds a-piece is the common Fine, 
and thoſe in the Secret generally take Care to make 
ſure of ſuch a Number of thoſe who chuſe to dec line 


fully belong ? And to what Uſes are they a' 
For BIR DINO and BI BIX OG with the Publick 
Money are No LEGAL PRAcTicss. I would ah 
too, where's the ality of putting young Be- 
ginners, or new Pariſboners upon Offca ?, when 


there are older Houſe-keepers in * Pariſh, of 


or ſuperior Ability, who have never have ſervd theſe 


Offices ? The Law * us, a Conſtable is not to be 
choſen by Houſe, or by Cuſtom, if unfit to ſerve the 
Office. To chuſe Conſtables by Heuſe-Row, would 
be as unfair as it is to tax Pariſhioners by the Rents 
they pay; becauſe their Ab:/ities are ref] in nej- 


ther. And to chuſe 'em by Cuſtom, that is, I take 


it by the Age of their Hage. keeping in the Pariſh, 
would be as inequitable, if the Perſons were not legally 


qualifyd to ſerve the Office: but if they be qualify'&, | 
| it 


it 
of 
on 
tt 
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it ſeems to me to be the only fair and equal Manner 
of Proceeding in this Caſe z and if ſo, the only legal 
one too: For it appears to me, the Law is no more 
than the Expreſſion of Reaſon, or Reaſon made Verbal 
as near as may be; but, as the beſt Words can't come 
perfectly up to our Ideas, nor our Ideas reach every 
Accident that may happen, it is impoſſible the Letter 
ſhould 2 all Caſes; 7057 ar is 4. left to 
be ſupply*'d by Judgment: Fuſt Fudemen! ; ſometimes 
called Naben e Univerſal Equity, and ſome- 
times Moral Fitneſs or the Law of, Nature. This 


Judgment never warps from the De/ign of the Law; 


For ſays the Lord Chief Juſtice Cook, Rzason is 


© the Foundation of Law. The Law then is but 
declaratory of it, and thoſe who turn the Law a- 


painſt it are guilty of abuſing the Law, and conſe- 
quently are lable © the Lak of Cm ; 
I would take the Liberty, now I am upon this 
Subject, to ſtep a little out of my Way to give the 
Conſtables a little neceſſary Advice. In the firſt 
Place, I would have them conſider what Riſques they 
run in (demanding the Head-pence : Should any Body 
proſecute them, they may aſſure themſelyes, neither 
that Form of 4 Warrant by which they may falſely 


imagine themſelves to be inveſted with Authority, 


nor their High-Conftable, either would from his 
Goodneſs, or gould from his Ability, at all indem- 
nify them; for he could not avoid the Rigour of 
the Law himſelf upon ſuch an Occaſion. If it be 
reply'd, a Penny's ſuch a Trifle no Body will trouble 
themſelyes to go to Law for it. I anſwer ;- 'Tis 
true a Penny is a Trifle, but gol is ſomething conſi- 


derable: Iis 100! Fine to demand it, One Half to 


the King, the O:ber to the Proſecutor; and conſidering 
how many have run great Riſques for much leſs in 
giving Inſormations againſt ſuch as offend againſt the 
44 upon Spirituous Liquors, tis a Wonder none 


haye turn'd their Zeal 
and other Caſes of like Conſequence, whence ſuch 
| n large 


the Offenders in this 


large Moyeties . * the Proſecutor,and leſs 2 


* 4 
: 
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in the Conſ | 
Another ne 1 would remark to them js, the 
t Complaints made agamft the unequl Manyer of 
illeting Soldiers, ef! y within the Precinct of 
the Bills of Mortality. In the Mutiny and De- 
ſertion Act made the 12th of Anne, and like- 
wiſe in that of the 1ſt of corge I. it was 
enacted that, They ſhall be ade. an 
« and billeted with as much Equality as Ph TG and 
ſo diſposd, that there may not be more than One 
© Non-commiſſion Officer, or Soldier quarter d and 
* billeted in any One Houſe. And, in Conſideration 
there are in the Precinct A much greater Number of 
Publick-houfes liable to receive and quarter Soldiers, 
than there are Soldiers to be quarter'd; this Clauſe 


ſeems to be fince omitted in the late Acts for this | 
| Purpoſe. Be that how it may, tis certainly the In. 


tention of the Legiſlature, that they be 

as equally as may be. Some, who take upan them 
the ſole Management of this Affair, ſeem to under. 
ſtand theſe Words in a leſs extenſive Senſe * As 


equally Anders Io That is, ntl} > | 


conſiſtent the private Intereſt of the Billeter. 
Accordingly a great Number of Publick-houſes have 
Two imposd upon them, while Others are exempted 
from having any at all; and theſe are inſtructed to 


keep the Secret, and pretend otherwiſe if any, but a 


icular Friend, ſhould enquire into the "Matter. 

ut as there are many more Publick-houſes than 

Soldiers within the Bills, excluſive of the City of 
London, every Perſon, who has more than One, 

be ſure he is im d on; and by every Act of Par- 


liament of this Nature, & bs odd. That Per- 


< ſons aggriev'd may complain to the Juſtices, and 
© be reliev'd.* And that the Juſtices may be able to 
make a right Judgment in theſe Caſes, in the laſt 
Act of this Kind, it is ordain'd, Any One or more 


_ © Juſtices may command any High-Conſtable, Con- 
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© ſtable, c. to give an Account in Writing, of the 
Number of Officers and Soldiers billeted by them, 
« and alſo of the Names of tbe Perſons on * — 
© they are billeted, with the Street, or Place where 
* they dwell, and the Signs if any that it may ap- 

© pear where the Officers and Soldiers are 
© the better to prevent, and puniſh all Abuſes in 
« Billeting them.” 

Before I conclude this Chapter, 1 would take ö 
Notice of an Abuſe or Two of the Pariſh-Officers 
not yet touch*d upon in this Diſcourſe. | 

Sadler, pag. 5 1. Sc. It cannot but affect every 1 
* Honeft-men, to ſee his poor Neighbour labouring 
under narrow Circumſtances, to maintain a large 
* Family, urecł d and harraſs'd by -a Gang of Mer- 

* cenaries ;, for here, perhaps, is a poor Widow, left 
* with Four or Five Children, wanting Bread ſome⸗ 
times to eat, and a Man Pace AM under the 
g * ſame Circumſtances, tha has made away with the 

« greateſt Part of his Effects for Suſtenance, never- 
* theleſs theſe Officers muſt have tbeir Fees (as they 
call 'em) if you are obliged to /ell the Bed from 

under you, and go a Begging from Door to Door, 
* as too many by their Oppreſſions hav'd been fore'd 
to do; for the laſt Shift is to 7 o to the Church- 
* Wardens, and beg and pray for the Ground, of 
; them to Bury a Corps; after that, you muſt make 

* your Application to the Miniſter, and Clerk, and 
y * beg their Fees, tho? there is none due, that I could 

ever find: and you may perhaps at laſt (after 
* vaiting their Leiſure) obtain Leave to bury 
your Dead, altho' the Funeral Service is generally 
* curtaiPd, and gallop d over, as if the Soul of the 
© Deceas'd was of leſs Value, becauſe he dy'd Poor. 
* But if you are determin'd to proteſt againſt ſuch 
' ' Irregular and undue P ou muſt take 

care to make your Offering to the Miniſter ; that 

* is, you muſt give him ſome what for Performing the 
Office: If it is _ CG | vil 
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* will indemnify you; for was he to ſue you after. 
* wards for his Fee (as they call it) he is puniſhable 
by the Statute 25of Ed. 3. confirm'd by 13 Ric. 2, 
* chap. 2, 3. The Penalty of this Act is, they forfeit 
© all their Lands; Livings, Goods and Chattels, and 
© ſuffer perpetual Impriſonment, or, you may have a 
© Mandamus from the King's Bench to make em ſhew 
* Cauſe why they demand the Money. But the 
© Clerk has neither Offering nor Fees of any Kind 
< whatſoever due. You may likewiſe have a Man. 
* damus againſt the Church-Wardens for their De. 
© mands, either for the Uſe of the Bell, or ay 
Wing elſe belonging to the Church.“ A little fur. 
ther he ſays, the Parochial Table of Fees never had 
the Sanction of the Legiſlature, but were hatch'd in 
: — Vet, for the Benefit of Good-Living in the 
* Tavern. | 


— ——_ —_— 


Cuar. IV. 4 
Of their Abuſes with Regard to their 


ACCOUNTS. 


IST. Acct. p. 38. * Thoſe who have ſerv'd the 
Office of Church-Warden are a Majority, 

and they appoint Auditors of the Accounts, who 
© will, no doubt, be willing to favour others, as they 
© have been favour'd themſelves. What fair Play 
the Pariſhioners have here! Their Oppreſſors /ele# 
one another into the Oſſice, the Older chuſe the Young- 
er, teach them how to abuſe their Truſt, and, joint- 
ly with their own true Fuſtices, paſs their Accounts 
too! That is, paſs them by, For them to colle 
« what they think fit, to diſtribute it as they think fit, 
and to give what Account they think fit is intolers- 
rable.” Moreton p. 7. * wy 


« ſucceeding 
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Ibid. by ip are not their Books open to general In- 
ſpection, that we may fee, by the Money is 
paid, 10 whom it is paid, and whether any is left 
to be carry'd on to another „ and leſſen tbe 
Charge? This would be but fair Deal- 
ing, and, I think, reaſonable SatisfaFien to be giv- 
en us for our Money. But there are too many 
PARIS FrasTs to admit of ſuch honeſt Admi- 
* niſtrations: The Spit is too often Saddled, and the 
* Bottle goes too m round, for the Eaſe of the 
* Pariſhioners, Surely there muſt be a great Fatigue 
4 in Pariſh-Affairs, where /o much Refreſhment is re- 
d, and no ſmall private Gain, when they are 
* ſo eager, and ſevere in their Collections. 5 
Sadler, pag. 28. If any Pariſhioner is inquiſitive 
and defirous to know what is done with the 
Money, it is Ten to One he is ſtigmatiz'd with 
* ſome opprobrious Names, and counted an ignorant 
and impertinent Blockbead ; and look upon it 


© as a great Condeſcention in them, if they admit 


+ you to a gh of the Brick-layers and Carpenters | 


Agrecable to this the Author of the Letter, in the 
Grub-ftreet Fournal before- cited, tells us; Their 
5 Proceedin s are generally in ſecret; but, ſays he, 
I happen'd, not long ago, to get a View of the 
© Overſeers annual Collection, and a Sketch of an 
Account ſtated thus by the Veſtry. 
| | RAG Bs Jo 
© Received by Five Col- 

* ein * 15550 334 6112 5 0 
Ditto, otherwiſe 558 1.9 
* Disburſed to Orphans 


562 10 
| * Ditto, to Penſioners | : 6796 ry 


_ 2945 3 5) 
Ballance 375 „ 
| The 


— 


and yet. muſt needs be call'dtheDoxs of th 
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The Author obſerves, the Ditto extraordinary is 
near One Half of the Collection. And a little fur- 
ther he ſays, * Theſe are the Gentlemen who under 
« this Title part abe Raiment of the Poor em; 


Tho? this Ditto extraordinary be a very extraor- 
dinary Ditto, Yet we. find ſome other Accounts 
have come to Light no leſs extraordinary than this. 
In __ R page 2. we find the following 

© Here follows, ſays he, an Account 
5 bs hug Church-wardens, &c. apply'd the 


© Poors Money in the Years 1712,-13-and 14, in 


the Pariſh of St. Martin's in the Fields. 
Firſt Account, for the Year 1712. 


« Expences at Taverns, with Lectors, 
* Minifters, Fuſtices, — Veſ- | 
* try-men, 0c, { 72 19 7 
Paid the Clerk of the Veſtry 10 0 o 
Paid Ditto, his Bills for — 25 83 5 0 
Paid for Bread & Wine, for the ent 87 9g 2 
© (Near the ſame Sum is charg d evem Jear, 
tho' *tis well known that in the 
Fear 1714, there were about Two 
* Thouſand Communicants more, than 
ini 1912, in Order to their Quali- 
fications.) — 
For 69 Dozen of Candles (for about 
* Three Months, at near 7d. per Pound, 
before the laſt Duty ado, ook 


. © them) 23 5 8 
The Sexton's Bill for Neceſlaries, Chi- 
© ming, G. ——— 22 13 $8 


The Ringers for SacheverePs N gk 0-10 © 


Second 


LH 


ss! 
Second Account, for 1713. 
« pent at many Meetings on vim 


1 


nen, Gr., 8 75. 
* To the Clerk of the very — 10 
Paid him for examining the Poor 170 

© To Serjeant Cheſhire, and Darnel, Fees 61 

< Boards to the Grave-Digger (in one Year) 4 
For Sacrament Wine (the Bills not ſern) 9 1 
Paid towards a Robbery — I 


(By the 3 of this acta fs” 5 
ready to imagine, | 

| nas cab towards the thy Sara agement '- 

of ſome Robbery, and conſequently 

that it maſt be ſome Pariſp- Robbery ; 

but, to the Reader r 

a falſe , I would have him 

underſtand, it was paid towards the ho 

Proſecution of ſomePetty-Robber, for 

all it may ſeem 3 165 2 

in the Account.) . 


But to 
For Two new Hoods and Ahe 
For Paving (tho paid by the . 
For 55 dozen of at 7e per doz. 22 
Paid Mr. Harcourt of the Crown, Office 13 
Paid Sir Thomas Croſs for Palin Pograntr19 
Paid for Acquittances yy 
g — an Aſſeſſment upon he | 
Repairs of Bridges, and 
— 


a Puid out of that nr 2 

Remains due N 33 16 

* The Rent of . 8 

a eee. a 
r 


d. 
0 4 
O © 
16.10 
12 2 
2 0 
0 oO 
4 0 


* U © 
O00 030 


- 


— 


561 


| Third Account for 1714. 
Paid Mrs. Mayor to quit her Houſe (that 
the Church-Warden might take it 10 © 0 
* Paid for the Repairs of the ſaid Houſe | 
* (by Ditto Church-Warden for his 
by "Dit n ſeveral -M 
* Spent by Ditto on V en = 
5 and Overſeers "FORD: 72 o 0 


100 © 0 


: © Spent by Ditto, at One Dinner at the Mul- 


Berg- Garden — 49.13 4 
Paid by Ditto, for Sacrament Wine (of 
which a great Part was drank in g 
the Veſtry) 90 00 


Paid Mr. Braman, UI pholdſder (che pre- 


6 fel} Onkch Vines) Jer mn yams. 
« ceſlary. Screen, (not worth half the 1111 


Money) —— 8 15 0 
* And for (Two Hours) uſe of ſome (dirty) _ 

« ſtrip'd Hangings r 
His whole Bill is — — 44 00 
0 (Bought of himſelf, and) paid by by * Fel- a 

* low-Warden — 1015 0 - 

To the Clerk of the Veſtry 10 00 
Paid Ditto, for examining the Settlements - , 

© of ſome Poor — . 115.00 


Paid for a Draught(on a Sheet of Paper) 
of a Spot of Ground (which any | 
© Bricklayer would have done for 4d.) 5 7 6 
New Caling ſome Bells, paid yet oni 
Tr — 150, 00 
«. Spent at the King's Entry on ſome Juſtices 3.15 0 
Paid Miniſters afiſting the Reader, ſpent 
* in Two Dinners 
to Hicks's Hall, about ole 1 4 
* tard Child — a. 7 0 
For 62 Dozen of Candles (burnt in the * 
Church in Three Months, tho' the 
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ES: ok 
By this Specimen Pariſhioners may {ce the groſs 
Abuſes and impudent Wrongs they files fo be im- 
pos'd upon them; and how much it behoves them 
to { into the Accounts of their Oppreſſors, and 
oblige them to refund the Money they ſpend or ſniſ 
apply ; for it is in their Power, as I have ſnhew'd in 
the Firſt Part of this Diſcourſe. Tis not for the 
Pariſhioners to depend upon the Yeſtry Fuſbices, when 
they dan paſs. ſuch monſtrous Accounts as theſe, | 

The principal Study of Sele# Veſtries plainly appears 
by their Practice to be, how. many Ways they may 
wrong the Poor, and middling Sort of Pariſhioners 
punity : How may beſt drain the Pariſh 


with Impi 
to enrich and feed themſelves. ' And truly they have 
not wanted for Invention: Satan ſeems to have 
been pretty near em. He has abundantly ſupply'd 
the Vacuity of Wiſdom with Graft and Impudence, and 
that of Hongfty with /ometbing elſe. Yet, tho he 
has done a great Deal for them, he can't ſcreen theit 
Practices: The Print of his Cloven Foot appears dai- 
ly more and mote ; and it is a ſhrewd Sign, when he 
lifts it up ſo high, he's ready to leave them in the 


| Moreton demands; what becomes of the Over- 

plus Money? Burſot anſwers (p. 45.) Tou muſt 

ſtay till you are Church- Warden, and then you 
may enter an Account of it; but if you be honeft 
and bring à great Deal of Money back, they laugh 
* and ſmile, and look upon it, it will /erve tbem moſt 
* excellently. The Church-Warden next Year adds 
more to it, ſo it may be but a Secret among em. 
* There may be Thirty or Forty of thoſe that keep 
* the Secret, and about as many more that conniue 
* at 'em, and get a Share of this Overplus Money 
When I have ſhew'd this to a good honeſt Church - 
Warden, he told me; Peter, you have made no 
* Proviſion for the Church-Wardens; you ought to 
* obſerve, they make — a Diſcount of above 25 


Per 


The Difference between 


0 *. 


1 
2 . « ae 

© per Cont. Sr, fays I, Len find xs Lowifir th 
« Poundage ; but I can find a Low to make them pay 
« Three Sbillings for One. He replies; Our Church. 
« Warden has receiued 20 Sbilligs and hath pen 
« 10. Sir, ſays I, that 'is Half Poundage + and fo 
c We | 
This was One of 7 — Church-Wardens: 
By which we may gather there may be hong Kuwves, 
an boneft and a rogu;foKnave 


ſeems to be this; Your roguiſh Knave is a Hypoctite, 


One that affects the Mat of Honeſty, and cheats 


underhand ; and the bioneſt Knave is one who has 
the Impudence to a Perſon or a Pariſh bare- 
fac'd, and laugh at em when he has done. Accord- 
ing to Burſot, both 5 ne uiſite to compoſe a 
Select Veſtry, of the preſe ; or at leaſt ome 
of both Sorts are to * — amongſt the Scleñ. 


| Moreton ſeems to be of the ſame Opinion; for he ſays 


(p. 11.) they boggle at Nothing, no not the Ruin 
© of whole Families, many Pariſhes are up to the 
2 t out of their 
© Money Year after Year, and es wk 
Why the Par;p, What do they get? Why N. 
« thiag. Is it not an eaſy Matter for a Veſtyy to 
go to Law, when it has the Parih Money at Com- 
In ſhort they are quick to contra, flow 
to pay; ſevere in aſſeſſing, unrelenting in redreſ- 
Rd 4 What Tyrants would theſe Men be, were 
more Power Jodg'd in their Hands.” | 


Y comparing the Exhibitions and Complaints 
B in this Second Part of this Diſcourſe, with the 
ules and Reaſons laid down in the Fit, the inge- 
nuous Reader may obſerve, how enormouſly oppo 
ſite the vulgar Practice of many Officers of Parthes 
has been to their Duty, 5 
In the Firſt Part, I have rar 3 
over · ſee, not over- bear; to guard caſe, not 
oppreſs and devour their Fellow-Pariſhioners : T 
they are not Officers of Cod MAN D, but TRusr ; 
therefore accountable, and, in Caſe of Abuſe, lia- 
ble to Proſecution : That, legally, they can nei- 
ther make, nor alter Laws; but are oblig'd to act, 
and liable to ſuffer according to the Tenor of thoſe 
already provided. | 
I have, likewiſe, in the Second Part, dwelt a 
little upon their Abuſes. I have ſhew'd how they 
arrogate to themſelves the Stile of Maſters of the 
Pariſhes, and act like Moguls and Tyrants in 
them, Lords over them, and abſolute Rulers of 
the Laws.both of God and Man : In ſhort, how 
they grind the Poor, wrong the Needy, abuſe the 
Charity of the Benevolent, turn their Duty into 
a Farce and a Riot, and make a Trade of their 
„„ | 
'Tis true too many are guilty of Trafficking in 
their Offices. Some buy em with that View; and 
theſe ſeem to have ſome Colour of Right to ſell 
the People, tho* *tis a wicked One. But ſuch 
| H 2 Pariſh- 


{G6} 


Pariſh-Officers as I have been treating of are more 
unjuſt than theſe ; in making Money of the Peo- 


ple without ever buying em. It may be reply'd, 
they pay dear enough for their Traffick. © Aye z 
dearer perhaps than they imagine : Conſcience and 


Honour are a great Price, to give for a little corrypt © 


Dirt and Guzzle. is an infallible Sign of a dif- 
— mean, and pitiful Spirit in thoſe who are 
2 uty. Are ſuch fit for __ Men? What 


amples can they ob who- follow the worſt 
themflves] ? The Reverſe of Equity appears in 


all their Actions. The Cries of the = 4-19 the 


Senſe of Mankind, and the Laws of God and Man 
are againſt them. Since they have been guilty of 


, committing ſuch. egregious Abuſes, in every Circum- 
ſtance of their Duty, it is high Time for the 


„ N to ſeek a Legal Remedy ; and, in Caſe 
the Deficiency of t 

monſtrate their A and apply to the Le- 
giſlature for ſuch as ſhall be fuffcent to reſtrain 
the Exorbitancies of theſe PR TTY-TyRAN TS, and 


Payg1s4-CANNIBALS ; and oblige them to act with 


Humanity, and render to every One his due. That 
the whole may be put upon Ph uſt and equal F ooting, 
it appears to me, to be neceſſary; 


1. That Pariſh-Officers and Veſtry-men | be Per- 


ſons of Subſtance, Senſe, and Character. 


2. That they be elected by a Majority of ſuch Pa- 


riſhioners as pay Aſſeſſments. 
3. That Veſtry-men be choſe Annually, as the 


Reſt of Pariſh-Officers are; or at leaſt that One 


half of them be ſo elected, "that they may be half 
old and half new, as it is with the ras” be- 
longing to ſome of our great Com 

4. That it be ſettled how KT oe a | Pariſhioner 
ſhall be worth, that may be oblig'd to pay Aſſeſs- 


ments, 
5. That 


Fog 


e Laws in Being, to re- 


1611 

One be taxed according to his 
Abi * ce in the Pariſh. If it be ask d, 
how Pa the Officers know the Ability of every 
One ? I anſwer. Let the Officers rate them ac- 
cording to their viſible or probable Subſtance, and 
if they find themſelves aggriev'd, and make Affi- 
davit they are not of ſuch Ability, let them be 
eaſed in the Taxation, and rated according to their 
acknowledg'd Worth. 

6. To ſave the Charge of many Books, and the 
Trouble of Collecting, that Each of the Pariſhioners 
have ſufficient Notice of the Time and Place, when 
and where to bring in their reſpective Aſſeſſments, 
and upon their Failure to be diſtrain'd u according 
to Law; unleſs they appear before the Time ap- 
pointed with their Plea of Inſufficiency or Poverty. 

7. That the Taxes, rated upan the Pariſh for any 
Occaſion, be as little above the Sufficiency of the - 
Occafion as poſſible. 

8. That the Over-plus be deliver'd in upon the 
Days of Account. ' 

9. That Accounts be given Yearly, according 
to Law, and that in every. Article be particularly 
expreſs'd,the Time when, the Perſons of, or to whom 
and the Occaſion for which, or upon what Account 
the Publick Money was either received or diſburs'd. 

10. That all ſuch Accounts be liable to the In- 
ſpection of every helpful Pariſhioner. | 

11. That if any Officer or Officers produce illegal 
Accounts, he or they be oblig'd to make proper Sa- 
pg, or otherwiſe to be proſecuted according to 

W. 

12. If the Juſtices paſs ſuch illegal Accounts, 
that ſuch ute be incapacitated to receive Pariſn 
Accounts for the Future, and be further puniſhed 
according to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of the Legiſ- 


lature. 


To 


{ 62 ] 5) 

To conclude in the Words of Moreton, to whom 

I am obliged for ſome of theſe Hints (9. 35.)* Thus 
' © have I ſpetifyd how, many Abuſes may be remedied 
more may probably have eſcaped me, which I hope 
< ſome abler Perſon will take in Hand. What] 
have offer'd is plain and i and if it be not 
totally approved, ſomething at leaſt may be made 
« outof it, but I hope the Government willtake Notice 
© of them, beſore the Infection reaches further, and 
« ſtop this growing Evil; which ſo inſenſibly affects 
« the Working, or middling People, who maintain not 
only thoſe below, but thoſe above them: And 
« in Effe the Chief, if not the ſole Support of this 
« Kingdom vs | 
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